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Hon. J. CONNINGHAM: The assistance
so far zranted for prospecting pnrposes is
ridiculously inadequate. Single men unem-
Ployed on the goldfields who are prepared
{o cadge a ticket to Perth and to hane
aronnd here for a few days become eligible
for susienance. Do the Government wish
to impase on the goldfields community the
additonal burden of mainfaining the uner-
ployed there? The Premier’s policy mmounts
to “Wark for all, moncy for no one”
There is also the matter of rceonstructing
the vailways.  Ave the wmilwavs to he
allowed to fall into such a state of disre-
pair as to be hevond vedemption? When
liztits are floated, the Government snarantee
in tho prospectus to enrry out certain works
with the proceeds, and to maintain those
works in a proper state of repair. We know
that =ome works are not heing kept in a
proper state of repair. There is the railway
to Northam, for instance; and there is the
Eastern Goldfields railway.

The Premidr: We have lots of men on
those lines bhallasting.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Only about
120 wmen. The sleepers turn-up and look at
the passengers. Those sleepers arve at least
18 vemrs old. There is no cohesion hetween
the dogspikes and the sleepers. It is not
my place to say that the lines arve unsafe fo
travel over, but the Government shoulil
investigate the position, especially on the
lowgada-Mullewa  section of the TWongan
Hills vailway. T speecially reruest the Min-
ister for Labour to give consideration to
the numerous men who are unremploved on
the goldfields, and who need sustenance be-
cause thev cannot obtain work.

Progress reported.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF COM-
MITTEES.

Mr, SPEARER: I desive to inform ho:.
members that T have nominatod the wmembe-
for Ga=coyne (Ar. Angeio), the member
for Leederville (Mr. Panton}, and the memn-
her for XNelson (Mr. .J. H. Smith) to he
temporary Chairmen of Committees.

House adjourned at 10.25 pom.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—DOG OWNERS,
PROTECTION.

Hon. GG, FRASER asked the Chief Secre-
tary: As the nolice, “Beware of the Dog,”
does not protect from prosecution owners
whose dogs attack trespassers, will the Gov-
crnment introduce amending legislation to
give the required protection to honseholders
who display such notices.

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: The
Dog Act is adininistered by the loeal authori-
ties. TF these authorities submit a request
for an amendment of the Act on the lines in-
dicated, the matter will veceive full consid-
eration.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT,
WORES SCHEDULE.

Hon. Gi. FRASER asked the Chief Sec-
retary: 1, As no provision was made in the
schedule of works reeently published in the
daily Press for relief works in the areas cov-
ered by the North Fremantle Municipality,
Buckland Hill, Fremantle, and Melville Road
Boards, is it the intention of the Government
to draw up a further schedule covering those
areas? 2, 1f not, will 2 quota of unemploved
from each of those distriets be picked up for
work in the metropolitan area?

The CHIEY SECRETARY
No. 2, Yes.

replied: 1,

QUESTION—PASTORAL LEASES.
RENT ADJUSTMENT,

E. H. HARRIS nasked the Chief

Secretiarv: 1, As the Land Aet Amendment

Act, 1931, provides for an adjustment -of

rents of pastoral leases in certain distriets,

Hon.
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on the basis of the average priee of greasy
wool produeed in the State, and declared by
the Government Statistician, what percentage
decrease has been adopted for the finaneial
vear 1981-32? 2, Does the adjustment ap-
ply to road board valuations for rating pur-
poses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
25.98 per cent. for 6 months ended 30th
June, 1932. 21.642 per cent. for the cur-
rent financial year, ecommencing 1st July,
1932, 2, No.

COMMITTEES FOR THE SESSION.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, Ses-
sional Committees were appointed as fol-
lows:—

St&nding Orders Committee.—The Presi-
dent, the Chief Secretary, Hon. J. Cornell,
Hon. J. M. Drew, and Hon. J. Nicholson.

Library Commitiee—The President, Hon,
J. Ewing, and Hon. J. M. Drew.

Printing Committee.—The President, Hon.
W. H. Kitson, and Hon. W, J. Mann,

dJoint House Committee—The President,
Hou. J. Cornell, Hon. E. H. Gray, Hon, V.
Hamersley, and Hon. Sir Edward Witte-
noon.

LEAVE OF 'ABSENCE.

On motion hy Hon. H. Seddon, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon, F. W. Alleop {North-East) on the
eround of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Third Day.

Debate resnumed from the previous day.

HON, T. MOORE (Cenfral) [4.36]: On
my refurn to this Chamber as a representa-
tive of the Central Province, I desire to
thank JMr. Holmes for the kind things he
declared he was prepared to say of me, hut
for the fact that I am influenced by Trades
Hall dictation,

Hoen, 1. J. Holmes: I had nothing to say
aminst vou personally,

Hon. T. MOORE: That subjee{ is rather
a bughear with Mr, Holmes. I believe he

has said the same things so often that he
nelieves most of them arve correct. Before
1 sit down, I shall show that he is painted
with another eolour. I regret very much
that I have returned to this House at a time
when the country is in such a parlous state.
\When I was formerly a memher sone years
ago, there were pessimists who considerad
the position was had at that time, and we
bad to counter their opinions, It is true that
cven then we were able to growl a hit, but
tiings were not as bad as they were made
gut to be, Unfortunately there ave good
prounds for complaint now. It would be
yuite casy for me to blame a particular Gov-
ernment, 1f T cared to do so, but it would
certainly be ridieulous to single out any
particular Government as being responsible
for the present state of affnirs. 1t is true
that when the last Labour CGovernment went
vut of power, the retiring Premicr, Mr. Col-
lier, who had heen in office for six years,
stated that, owing to the economic position
of the world and beecause of the great unem-
ployment diffieulty that had developed within
the State in consequence, for which he was
not responsible, he could not be expected to
de more than he had achieved up to that
ttme. He gave the people cleaxly to
nnderstand that he could do no bhetter
than he had domne. The leaders of
the parties that eame into power at
that time said that they could do much
better. We know how signally the present
Government have failad. The trouble, of
course, is world-wide and not of this State’s
making at all. As to the Governor’s Speech,
I have read many in days gone by, and I
cannot see that the latest Speech holds out
ronch hope of a brighter future. No solu-
tion of our difficulties has been presented by
the Government in the course of the Speech.
Mr. Holmes has travelled round the country
reeently, as I have, and bhe has seen the
parlous condition of the people in the rural
distriets. It has always been recognised in
Western Australia that it is upon the peopls
in the country distriets that the prosperily
of the State generally depends. No doubt
AMr. Holmes has observed the parlous condi
tion of the primary industries of Western
Australia. He made some suggestions as to
what might be done to unload some of the
troubles of the primary producers, but he
scems to have missed the greatest diffienlty
that confronts them. He endeavoured to
show that the farmer’s position was quite all
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right until he got his wheat to the sidings.
I differ from him, because I contend the
farmers have been harassed in every way
by the men who are lending them money.

Hon. J. Cornell: Yon mean by the men
who lent them the money.

Hon. T. MOORE: That is so. As to
the position of the average farmer, it costs
him almost as much in interest on his over-
draft as it does to meet all the other charges,
of which Mr. Holmes knows so much. So it
will be seen that the trouble does not stavt
when the wheat reaches the siding: the
trouble is for ever with the farmer whose
position today is most unenviable. It has
been contended by some city folk who do not
understand the position, that the present
diffieulty is lovgely of the farmer's own
making. T do not aceept that view.

" Hon. V. Hamersley: Hear, hear!

Hon. T. MOORE: In our endeavour to
promote land settlement in Western Aus-
‘tralia we commenced a poliey under which
the Agrienltural Bank advanced money fo
people who went on the land. It was con-
sidered in the interests of the State that snch
a poliev should be adopted, and it has been
pursued for many years now. While prices
were satisfactory, the policy seemed to bo
sonnd insofar as it secured the cpening up
and settlement of large areas. True, the
opening up and settlement of the country
arens advanced much more quickly in West-
ern Australia than in anx other State, and
while the prices of wheat and wool remained
satisfactory, we progressed under apparently
gound conditions. It will be remembered
that when I was formerly in this Chamber,
I assumed the role of prophet and said that
with bank interest eharges at 7 per cent., the
farmer, who was expected to develop his
holding. was being given an impossible task.
Even at that time I realised that although
the average farmer was doing fairly well, he
was huilding up a defieit and that, as the
vears progressed, he would not be able iy
et ahead of his financial responsibilities. Te
takes much money to develop a farm, and
even in the days I speak of, if was quite im-
possible for a farmer, unless he happened to
be particularly fortunately situated, to pay
his way with interest rates at 7 per cent.
The idea behind the policy adopted at that
time was to secure money for the Agrienl-
tural Bank and pass it on to the farmers.
Tt shonld be understeod by some people n

" big

the ecity that that money was handed out
Javishly to the farmers. We have heard talk
about the men on the land being spoonfed.
On the other Land if must be borne in mind
that every shilling advanced to the farmers
had to be accounted for, and interest paiid
on it, hyv the agriculturists. Money was in-
vested in the industry te open up the land
and develop it and to build up a big export
irade, particalarly in wheat and wool. Everv
shilling advanced by the Agrienltural Bank
wag spent with the object of profit all round.
The other banks followed suit, and 1 claim
that those instifution: have done very well
ont of the farmers. In years gone by fab-
ulous swins have heen gained by them ont of
the induslyy. If we conld wet at the exact
figures we would find that men who toox
shares in the various banks did very well as
a result of their investmonts. They reapeil
dividends each year, but there had
end to that. That end eame
when prices fell. Up to that time the
individual farmer who was in a deeent
position and wns earrving out his opera-
tions on a successful hasis, conld go
to any hank and seeure the loan of
any amount he may have required. The
farmer went to the hanker, who was =a
servant of the shareholders, and put up his
proposition. The banker wounld say, “For
what purpose do you want the money?”
The farmer, putting his cards on the table,
would answer that he required the money
for elearing, fencing, water supply and other
incidentals. The rveply of the banker would
be, “That is good husiness for us; we are
prepared to lend the money.” But the
money was always lent at a high rate of
interest, the highest rate that the industry
could carry. As a servant of the share-
holders, the bhanker entered into a contract
with the farmer, and while the farmer was
receiving good prices for his produce, he
paid the interest charges to the hest of his
abilitv. When the crash came, the banker,
whe had entered into the contract just as
willingly #s had the farmer, deelared that it
was bad business and asked the farmer to
reduce his overdraft. That was the first
thing the banks did, and of course it was
impossible for the farmer to comply. T con-
tend that money is worth only what it will
carn, and I defv any farmer in this State.
unlezs lie had a phenomenal crop, to make
ends mect on the 1930-31 season fizures and
pay interest. Therefore I maintain that the
Government shonld have freed the farmers

fo bhe an
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from the obligation of paying interest dur-
ing that year. They should also have re-
Jieved the farmer of land tax. That has been
done since, but in 1930-31 the Government
piled the burdens on to the men who could
not possibly pay, adding the interest to their
capital debt and making the load so much the
heavier. If the (Government had granted
relief in that year, the banks would have
been compelled to follow suit and that would
have been a good thing for the State. We
know what happened regarding the conver-
sion of Government loans. The Governments
of Australia relieved themselves very nicely
of the obligatiecn of paying a high interest
rate. They had the power to do it, but they
failed to give relief to the producers who
were carrying on the industries of the eoun-
try. Consequently we find ourselves in a
very unenviable position to-day. The far-
wer should be viewed in the same way as a
lorse attached to a wagon containing a
heavy load. He has got off the road into the
muddy eountry. A teamster, finding him-
self in that fix, would eonsider how much of
the load he had to remove in order to extri-
cate his horse and wagon. That is the view
that should be taken of the farmer. He has
too heavy a load to carry. He is becoming
disheartened becawse he has mno possible
chance of carrying the load, but unfortu-
nately nothing is heing done to relieve him
of his obligation. Whai has been done by
the various Governments? We have had
any amount of legislation, supported by
Country Party members. We have had an
emergency Act, debt adjustment Acts, a hire
purehase agreement Act, a morigagees’
rights restriction Act, and yet no relief has
heen given. The load is still on the farmers.
Why is it s0? Because the banks are con-
sidered to be sacred institutions. We must
not touch the banks. Mr. Holmes has sug-
gested that I have some politieal taint, but
I wonder whether, during his wanderings in
the country, he ever met men who spoke
of the awful interest bill they had to meet,
He must have met sueh men,

Hon. J. J, Holmes: 1 do not nced to
search for such a man. I have only to look
in the glass,

Hon, T. MOORE: The hon. member did
not mention the outstanding trouble con-
fronting the farmer and the pastoralist. Un-
fortunately, some members are interested in
banking and as shareholders have made
money out of it. Some men have that taint.
The banks, however, must not be touched.

I maintain that if the shareholders do not
afford relief, such as has been afforded in
other directions, their asset will deteriorate.
There is no doubt that it is deteriorating at
present. 1 understand that the Agrienltural
Bank has about 800 abandoned farms. The
people’s money has been expended on those
farms, and anyone who lives in the eountry
knows that sueh farms quickly revert to
nature and that ultimately they will be more
difficult to handle than if they had never
been worked at all. I for one refuse to re-
gard the banks as sacred institutions. There
1 not mueh hope of this House doing any-
thing

Hon. J. Cornell: You do not know; there
has been a change since you were last here,

Hon. T. MOORE : Any relief designed to
aid the man on the laud must be in the direc-
tion of lightening the interest charges. We
must examine the load that the farmer is
carrying and determine how mmuch he is able
to earry. Of course, there are private people
whe have lent money to the farmers, hut
unless reliel’ is afforded, mortgagees are
likely to suffer loss. There have heen lots
of ways of making money out of the farmers,
and there is another aspect regarding the
banks. They lent money to the farmers and
also lent money to firms in the city, who
in turn also exploited the farmers. Conse-
quently the banks got the benefit both ways.
Machinery firms unloaded tractors on to the
farmers and those firms were backed by the
banks, The firms did not have the money,
but, with the assistance of the banks, they
hrought the machinery into the country. The
companies, who were out to get something
for themselves as well as to pay interest to
the banks, employed the best go-getters ob-
tainable. The country was filled with men
in motor ears, the best go-getters to he found
outside Amerieca. 1 have had the experience
of one waiting at the gate while another was
talking to me.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Did he catch you?

Hon. T. MOORE: The banks financed the
companies, the eompanies employed the go-
gefters, and whatever little money the far-
mer had at that time over and above interest
charges, the go-getiers took. They talked
all kinds of attractive terms to the unsus-
pecting farmer, and they talked so ardently
and presented such a glowing case that the
farmer, who had intended to say no, could
not do so.

Hon. J. Cornell: The farmers’ organisa-
tion was the worst of the lot.
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. Hon. T. MOORE : There is no doubi about
that; it sold Case tractors that were an
absolute failure.  The banks were in the
business all the way, and I want to know
what they are going to do ahout it now. So
far they have kept the interest rate as high
as they could. In my opinien nothing has
been done and the farmers themselves be-
lieve that nothing has been done hy way of
legislation to afford them relief. Whenever
anything is attempted, the banks bave a way
of eircumventing it.  The country is in =
very serious eondition finaneially.

Hon. E. H. Harris: And you say it is
nseless to pass legislation.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, such legislation as
has heen passed. I regard it as the work,
not of statesmen, but of politicians,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We amended the
Lunacy Act last session.

Hon. T. MOORE: I find it very difficult
to understand the hon. member; I hope he
is not heading that way, TUnforfunately
many people believe that by reducing tha
wages of the Collie coalminers, as Mr.
Holmes suggested, by ecutting out the privi-
leges enjoyed by ranilwaymen and the water-
side workers, by having reports from ex-
perts, professors and bankers, and by hold-
ing conferences at Ottawa, Lausanne and
‘Geneva, something might be accomplished.
Anyone who advocates cutfing down the
wages of the workers is not a statesman. I
cannot imagine what benefit such a man be-
lieves can be derived from it. The eause of
the fall of prices was the cutting of costs ix
Europe. That is where the cutting started.
Prices were cut fo bhedvock, and instead of
the people in the Md Country, who were our
hest customers, being in a position to buy
the things we have to sell and pay a reasoe-
able price for them, they had to go without
those things. Cuatting has heeome the order
of the day all over the world, bui that will
not get ns out of our difliculties. Now we
are told that the Oifawa Conference will
help us.

IMon. J. 1.
that by me.

Hon. T. MOORE: No, T understood tha
hon. member was quite awake to what was
happening at Ottawa., Nothing mueh will
happen there. Preference was being talke:d
when I was previously in Parliament six
vears ago. Mr. Holmes suggested that we
zhould abolish arbitration. YWhat a wonder-
ful idea ihat 1s! T want him to understan-!

Ttolmers: You were not told

that the farmers and the pastoralists do not
believe that wages should be further eut.
Consider the pastoralist who has steck to
sell, In time past much more meat was con-
sumed in the metropolitan area than is con-
sumed to-day. The country between Perth
and Mullewa could supply the needs of the
metropolitan meat market, and what is o
heeome of the men who are raising stock
further out? That iz one of the troubles
Leing  experienced to-dav. Numbers of
people are going short of things that they
ought to have.

Hon, 7. J. Holmes: How are the bank-
rupt industries going to pay their way?

Hon. T. MOORE: First of all by getting
dewn the interest bill. That is the biggest
Ioad of all. Anyone who examines the situa-
tion fairlv must realise where the bhurden
lies, Farmers and pastoralists are nat con-
cerned to have wages further veduced, bui
they are concerned to secure a reduction of
interest charges.

Hon. J. Cornell: And eapital too.

Flon, T. MOORE: Yes. Lef me quote 3
case that I know of, withoat giving any
names. A man who owns a well-improved
pastoral proposition seeured an overdraft
en it of £17,000. Before the erash eame that
property was worth £60,000 on a cash basis;
it was in a favoured localitv. When the
erash came the owner of the property was
asked to reduce his overdraft to some extent.
Of course that was an impossible proposi-
tion.  What happened then was that the
properiy was not run by the man himself,
hut by the bank which took charge of it
The owner was a man who never went the
pace, and he considered that he 'was on a
fair margin when he secured an overdraft of
£17.000. Anyone would imagine that he felt
he was fairly well off, but when the erash
came the whole of his equity was gone, and
it is gone to-day.

Han. A. M. Clydesdate: That applies to
the ¢ity as well as to the eountry.

Hon. T. MOORE: I admit that. M-
Holmes will "also know whai happens when
the banks take charge of a property. The
hon. memher knows that up to the time tha
depression hegan pastoralists were buildingz
up their flocks and doing everything they
could to improve the quality of the wool.
They were buyving from the breeders of good
rams suflicient stock fo effect improvements
each vear. Those men knew {heir business,
hirt the banks know nothing at all ahout
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it, and so the improvements that were beiny
carried on have practically stopped.  Thusx,
instend of the wool being improved in qual-
ity, it will in all probability deteriorate and
the pastoralists will get a lower price. That
i certainly not for the good of the State, but
the fact remains it is happening, as my
friend who Las hreen through the North-Wes:
knows.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tell us what is the
everdraft of the average farmer, the smail
farmer.

Hon. T, MOORE: That wonld be rather
difficult to say.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would it be £2,000
or £3,0007

Hon. T. MOORE: Probably £2,000 would
be the average.

Ton. 1. J. Holmes: Then a one per cent.
reduction will make a diffevence of £20 a
vear: will that save him?

Hon, T, MOORFE: No, T have not sug-
wested it. Money is worth only what it will
ewrn,  The man who is working the hardest
and is farming the best, finds that bis money
is enrning nothing. Why then should the
banks be going after iuterest?

Han. .J. Nicholson: And suppose the banks
cullapse?

Hon. T. MOORE: OFf eourse the tanks
must be left alone and everything else per-
witted to collapse, everything hut the hanks!

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What frozen assvis
are there?
Hon. T. MOORE: There will he many

frozen assets in the eountry if the banks are
not caveful; if they insist on their pound of
flesh.

The PRESIDENT: T remind hon. mem-
bers who are interjecting that My, Moore
is addressing the House for the first time,
and it is customary for a new member to be
permitted to address his remarks to the House
without interruption.

Hen. T. MOORE: A person who applied
for an gverdraft and who considered that his
property was worth two-thirds more than
the money that was heing advanced, thonght
he was on safe ground, as also the farmer
wha improved his property out of all know-
ledge uver the period of the existence of the
overdreaft, thus making the asset of greater
vialue. What has happened to-day as far as
linance is concerned, is that we almost have
unification. This House and another place
arg supposed to be dealing with the affairs

of the State, but control has practieally
passed out of our hands. Before he can do
anything the Premier is obliged to go East
where the money is. HReecently the Premier
went over there and gof more money. What
happened in conneetion with the last transae-
tions as far as the meeting of Premiers was
concerned?  Our Premier had uwothing to
offer: he had wno securities to offer. What
was done?  They manufacturved a bond. |
do not know how it wus mununfactured,

Hon. G. W. Miles: With the aid of the
printing press.

Hon, T. MOORE: A sum of six or seven
wmillions was provided tor the States. Some
time ago, when the Labour Government were
i power in the Conmmonwealth, it was sug-
wosted by Theodore that notes should he
printed to the extent of about 18 millions.
lLeb us sce the difference. Instead of 18 mil-
lions that Theodore would have had afleat
at this time, bearing no interest, we have
now 18 millions worth of notes carrying in-
terest. We are pledged to pay that interest,
and that is the ouly difference hetween Theo-
dore’s proposal and the scheme now in exist-
ence.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And when Theodore
went out everybody thought the country
would go ahead.

Hon. T. MOORE: The position generally
is unfortunate, because in the country dis-
triets to-day there is a feeling that
things might be brighter. If one went out
to-day and visited people whom he knew a
few vears ago, he would see by the lines of
care on their faces what the depression and
what the harassing by the hanks had done.
The people in the eountry do not know
whether they are going Lo be left on the land
or what is to happen to them aflter next
senson. They are being carried on vear after
year on a susteranee scale. T was ab the
Agrienltural Bank the other day trvying to
gat something for & man who is battling
hard, and the first question 1 was asked was,
“Ts he getting sustenance?” We have sus-
tenance now for those who are oul of work
amd for men who ave un the land, and it
15 the men on the land to whom the banks
are looking to get the conntry out of its diffi-
culties. These ave the people out of whom
the banks in the past have made fabulous
sums. [ eould speak at yreat length on
this subject, hut T know that members are
aware of the position, and that it iz not their
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desire that the tarmers should sink anv
lower. Mr. Holmes talked about interfering
with the privileges of men who have worked
for ten years or more in the railways.
Hon. J, .J. Holmes: It is a waste of money,

Hon. T. MOORE: Why did the hon. mem-
her single ont the men who work with their
coats off? Take, for instance, the men in the
railway serviee who work the Mullewa to
Meekatharra line in the summer and winter
months.  HHas it ever been suggested that
these men loaf on their joh? They nav to
show results at the end of the week, and they
do because they are for ever heing driven
along. Are not those men entitled to priv-
ileges just as are those who hegin work at
4 o'clock § :

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Those men are paid
overtime, and they should not he entitled
to long serviee leave.

Hon, T. MOORE: That remark shows how
little the hon. member knows about the posi-
{ion of those men. Let him ring up the
Commissioner and find out for himself how
much the men in question have received for
overtime. Those men have never loafed on
their job. There is only one ofher matter
to which 1 wish to refer. I notice that mn
the Governor's Speech the question of un-
emplovment is not dealt with under any
heading, in spite of the fact that it is one
of the mosi sevions problems with which we
are faced fo-day. We notice the headiines
Railways, Lands, Pastoral and the legislatim
to be introduced, and then stuck away m
the end of the Speech we get this pare-
rraph—

As a consequence of the depression many of
our population have suffered loss of employ-
ment. With the lean money arranged at the
last Premicers’ Conference, it is anticipated that
part-time work will be found for the majority
if not-all of those now in reeeipt of sustenance.

This should result in considerable husincss
activity, and a revival of trade generally.

That is a wonderful thing for a Government
io put up. XNeither the granting of susten-
ance nor the provision of part-time work
will get us hack to prosperity. How ean il
possibly be that the things that are mana-
factured loeally, the meat we arc producing
and other commodities that are consumed
here, will get us hack to prosperity while
sustenance has to be provided. I may delav
members a litile by referring to the fact tha!
becanse in the past a man proved thrifty and

('3

followed the right path in the way of reav-
ing his family and saving his odd shillings
to put inio a home, he is unable io get sns-
tenance to-day. On the other hand, the man
who made it a habit to frequent hotels, and
perhaps went to the races now and again
and lost his money, has no difficulty in
getting sustenance. I should like members
to know the position of some of those men
who for years bave been living on the little
money they had saved in better times. Do
members stand for the ideas the present
Government arc promulgating, to bring
every man with a few shillings down to a
lower level, allowing him to live on what
little he has, and see it get less and less
month after month? One night when I was
not a great distance from the front lifie In
France, and there was a heavy job ahead of
us, some doctors, including one or two from
this State, were discussing the war. One in-
telligent voung fellow said, *“I am satisfind
that Lloxd George and the vest of the states-
men, if they had to go over the top to-
morrow oraing, would just about fix up
this job to-night” That man had brains.
likewise, if members had to go through what
many men are suffering in this State to-
day, the position wonld be fixed up at once.
We talk about enuality of saevifice. There
are tremendous sacrifieces being made in this
country, men seeing their little savings go
out day by day, and having no chance of
getting cven sustenanee. And of cours:
they cannot zet work until they have susten-
ance. And the Government, improving on
the svsten they have introduced, are pre-
pared (o go farther, and so sayx that the
private employer who is going to do a bit
of trade throngh the Government works that
are to be carried out shail take sustenance
men into his service, shall not be permitted
fo employ the men he has had with him i
the past. Tn other words, the Government
Jay it down that the private emplover shall
pick up only sustenance men. It suggests
to me that there should be a change of Gov-
ernment without delay.

Hon, H. Seddon: Have vou any praetical
snggestion to make about the emplovment
of sustenance men?

Fon., T. MOORFE: Yes. T sav there are
500 abandoned farms on the hands of the
Agricultural Bank. T understand that somc
of those farms are being earried on by
people in their vieinity, but I do know that
on fhase farms the weeds are growing up,
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which is the greatesi menace a farmer has
to face. 1t is ridiculous to think that we
have 800 farms, many of them with houses,
and far more than 800 men out of work. [
do not for a moment believe that we have
finished all the work there is te be done n
this State. If I did so I would sell up and
get out.  Rather do I helieve that this is
only a passing phase in onr history. It
would he ridieulous to take up a pessimistic
stand and ery “Stinking fish? As Mark
Tapley would say, this is a time to come ont
strong.

Hon.
money.,

Hon. T. MOORE: I have not suggested
horrowing money. As a matter of fact the
present Premier has no other policy. Every
time he goes to Kalgoorlie he cannot help
preaching that policy. It seems to be an
chsession with him—*“If only we could get
f loan in London” But I do agree that
this is a time when we should do things
There are still in this country people who
have a few pounds left. Those people have
not taken up a pessimistic stand, that stand
so often evidenced by the Government and
by the banks. We shall have to get rid of
our pessimisti¢c Government.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Anyone wonld
think we have no securities af all in the
counfry.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, one would think
it was fit only for blacks. I certainly would
not suggest the sand-shifting job the Gov-
ernment are doing down at Harvey, nor do
T think Mr. Helmes believes that any
good will eome to this country by reason of
the sustenance work those men are doing.
He himself would not go on with that great
uscless job down at Harvey. The idea
nnderlying it seems to be merely to set men
at work. In every road hoard avea in this
country there is useful work waiting to be
done. Sooner or later Western Australia is
going to develop a great fat-lamb exporting
industry. T the farmers and graziers do
not turn their attention to the fact that the
people of the State can not consume the
wheat we are producing, it will be a eal-
amnity when good times return. I understand
that a start has been made with the export
of lambs through Fremantle, and I say that
at Geraldton the same thing should be in
evidence. The bailding up of a Iamb ex-
port trade cannot he done quickly, because

J. J. Holmes: And borrow more

first of all the proper type of lunb has to
be hred np. We could be doing that 'wark
now. I am sure things will come right again.
L remember heing in a erisis when 1 was a
voung man, and I believed the conditions
then existing would always remain. Instead
of  that they passed away, just as the
existing phase will pass away, We had a
war, and the erowd who remained at home
declared we should do everylhing possible t.
win the war, They got the idea of sending
more and more men ont of the country, all
at great cost to the country. The interest
on our war debt is largely responsible for
our existing difficulties. Nothing was said
about that while the war was on; nobods
reminded us that we would have to pay for
it. At all events our political leaders did
not, although a few of us declared that atror
the war we would have te pay for it. 1 am
not moaning about it now, hut I say it shonld
have been more generally pointed out anud
realised.  However, the popular cry then
was to send more wen, while our leaders were
silent about the eost. Some of us took up
the stand that this country was doing toc
much, having regard to our geographical
position and the relatively few numbers that
we had in this young couuntry. We were
ridieuled, but now the chickens have come
home to roost. And the statesmen of those
days, who were appluuded for all the
speeches they made and the fiags they waved,
told us we would never trade with Germany
again. [ heard that mighty statesman, Mir,
Hughes, make that assertion, helieving that
we ¢could do without a country hke Germany.
Certainly those who held that view werve not
statesmen. So, too, in regard to Ottawa, it
seems the British Commoenwealth of Nations
would have us helieve that we eould do every-
thing for oursclves within our own borders.
Unfortunately, we all have something to sell,
and there are no buvers. If we want to get
prices right, we eannot be satisfied with
{Mtawn, but must have a world-wide confer-
ence. We are never gomg to get satisfac-
tory results antil wo realise that we have to
trade with the whole of the world. There
is no other way. 1 certainly do not approve
of the Speech, for it Lolds out no hope to
the people who are right down; no hope
whatever, When T get back among iy own
constituents, what hope ean T hold out to
them as the result of the sitting of this Par-
Liament? | ean offer them wo hope at ail
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Hon. J. J. Holme<: You can tell them we
have nationalizerl the agricuitural industry
in this State.

Hon. T. MOORY.: My friend has nothing
to say abhout the private hanks, but I regard
‘them as the worst menace of all. I am hope-
ful that this depresston is not going to last,
although [ admit that so far there is not anv
sign of a silver lining to speak abont. Until
such time as we can persnade the political
leaders of Australia. the six Premiers and
the Prime Minister, to take up the idea that
this ecuntry is not down and out, and sec
zhout getting money for its development,
there is not going to he any real advance.
The only idea they seem to have is to load
us wp with little sums of money that we ave
spending with no results. It is the puniest
attempt cver made hy a Governmment, and T
cannot understawl Australians getting down
to being so puny in their efforts. T cannot
support the motion,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (lletropolitan)
[5.28] : I should like to take the opportunity,
Sir, to extend to you lhearty congratulations
on your re-appointment as President of this
Chamber. I think the unanimous decision
arrived at on the first sitting of the House
was not only a fitting compliment to vou,
but a testimony of the high regard and es-
teem in which you are held bx everv mem-
her. It is my sincere wish, and I believe
that of every member, that vou will long con-
tinue to hold the paesition which vou adorn
with such ability. T should like also te unite
with the Leader of the TTouse and other
members in the expressions of sympathy in
the loss which both Houses of Parliament
have suffered by the deaths of so many of
their members sinee last session, and jain
in the eloguent tvibute which was paid hy
the Leader of the Heuse tn their memory.
There was another former member of another
place to whom reference was made by Mr.
Holmes, namely, the late Mrs, Cowan. Hav-
ing vegard to the public position she held,
and the distinctive place she attained in the
life of the community here, her loss is de-
serving of some notice. She was the first
woman to enter Parliament. She held many
offices in many activifies in this State. She
was ever ready and willing io give of her
best in the interesls of the State an-l of its
people. There was no ubject which stood
for the good of the State, and especially of
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the women in it, that did not find her in
some way or other identified with it. TDeath
has left a heavy toll upon us. One of the
late members referred to by the Leader of
the House was Mr. Lovekin., I was a col-
league of his in the Metropolitan Province,
and I should like to he permiited to add
o few words regarding him. My association
with him served to enhance the high regard
I alwavs entertained of bis acknowledged
capacity and ability, vot only in onr Parlia-
mentary life, but in other spheres. He had
heen a elose student of Parliamentary pro-
cedure for many vears, and the wide and
varied knowledge raimed hy him in the field
of journalism and in other activities, enahled
him to place at the services of Parhiament a
ripened cxperience and judgment that was
helpful on many oceasions when problems
of difficulty confronted us. He has left be-
hind a reeord of manv achievements and
won for himself a leading place in’ the
publie life of Western Australia. He was a
most valued citizen and enhanced his
citizenship by many kind actions and
gifts. Tor many vears he presided over the
King’s Park Board. The work he did there
on behalf of the community is never likelv
to be forgotten. Tt was work of which he
never wearied. The present development of
the Park would probably never have been
accomplished, but for his many gcnerous
henefactions, His loss is generally and
deeply regreited, not only by the electors
of the Province, but, I feel sure, by the peo-
ple of the State. Since the close of the last
session the biennial elections have taken
place, and certain ehanges have, in the ordin-
ary course of events, occurred. It is acknow-
ledired that members of this House come into
close touch with one another. They form
triendships during the oceupaney of thewr
seats by veason of their association with their
colleagues, even if those ecolleagues repre-
sent some other party than the one to which
thes helong. Apparentily merc membership
of party does not interfere with that friend-
ship. That I think is a very good thing: it
i5 good for anyone who is engaged in carry-
ing on the affairs of the country, Accord-
ingly, if an adverse declaration be made hy
the electors at the poll, and an old member is
not returned, a feeling of genuine vegret
generally exists, I say that with full regard
for the fact that there are new members
present.  No offence to them is intended by
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that expression of opinton. We can say,
however, that, whilst we regret the loss of
those members who have not heen returned,
we recognise that the electors must deter-
mine who shall represent them, and because
of that we can, with an open hand, extend
the most cordial congratulations to the new
memhers. The first item of interest contained
in the Specch is the reference to the faet
that on the 7th February last we reached the
centenary of the first mecting of the Tegis-
lative Couneil, That event was marked by
a special message from His Jlajesty the
King. We have all endorsed the acknow-
ledgment to is Majesty. Whilst the event
is of importance to us in connection with
the preservation of the records of the House,
it should prove of even greater value to
those who follow on. No one has been more
careful than yon, Mr. President, about the
preservation of those rvecords, and their
value has been added to by the message
from His Majesty. At times such as thesze
one is permitted to look hack to the day of
the first meeting of the T.egislative Council
in the endeavomr to formulate some im-
pressions as to the thoughts and habits of
those earlier members. In view of the fact
that it was less than twa years prior to the
first meeting when the first shipload of
settlers arrived, and were deposited with
their belongings on the then very barren
and inhospitable shores of what is now
known as Fremantle, one can realise there
must have been but little opportunity to
erect and provide a suitable building or
place of meeting for such a body as the
Legislative Couneil. At that time the
people had no roads or hridges between
Fremantle and Perth, but this does not
seem to have dismayed them. They ad-
justed themselves to the conditions just as
we should do in our time of difficulty. If
they were alive to-day they would envy us
even in this onfinished Parliament House.
I wonder if those members of the first
Legislative Council imagined, even in their
wildest dreams, that the then colony, which
they were helping to found, would grow and
develop into the large and important State
that it is to-day, capable of earning a rev-
enue last year of over eight million pounds.
Did they imagine that the State would
ever have created a credit that would en-
able it to borrow the large sum of over
£70,000,0009? Would they have predicted
that the State would produee over 50,000,

000 hushels of wheat, over 70,000,000 1bs.
off wool or 1014 million pounds of butter,
and oxport 25,000 boxes of butter and

812,000 cases of frit? T quote these
figures becaunse thev are of interest,
Conld  those people have  visualised

the opening up of the vast hinterland,
then a terra inecognita to them, with gold
and other mines, our railways, roads,
towns and tfownships conneeted by tele-
graph and telephone, our handsome build-
ings, stores and emporiums egual to any
found in other large cenires of the world?
T fear that such pictores or visions did not
in those early dayvs present themselves to
our predecessors. Had they been alive and
conld their opinions have been obtained to-
day, they might possibly have complained
of our extravagance, and have urged us to
reform our ways, and endeavour to see
what conld be done to get onrselves out of
the diffieulties in which we are plunged.
Notwithstanding the advantageous posi-
tion we are in toeday by reason of possess-
ing a full knowledge of our territory and its
resources and possibilities, I fear that most
of us wonld, hesitate to make a forecast
of the conditions 100 wvears hence. One ean
well imagine the disadvantages of the early
pioneers and try to  visnalise the eon-
difions they lived wunder. They arrived
here without anyvone to veceive them.
They were left with their belongings
en the bheach to establish homes for
themselves and earve out a future.
No preparations were made for them
ir advance as was done for those who
eame later and as has been done in more
recent years. Their lot must have heen
very hard, They had decided to estahlish
the eapital where it now is, in Perth, with-
out even the ordinary means of access to
the port. One ean well imagine how great
must have heen their difficnlties. These must
have been enhanced and added to very
considerably bv reason of the fact that
they were without those comforts which
to-day are amply provided for the people.
The difficulties then were marked; and
those first members of onr Legislative
Council. and the early settlers, had un-
doubted Qiffienlties to faece—difficulties
which we have not heen required to en-
counter. Obviously, those first members
and the early settlers recognised that they
had a duty to perform: and from the
fonndations laid by them it is evident they
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performed their task well, and in the midst
of overwhelming difficnlties displayed un-
surpassed courage. It canm, I consider, well
be said of them that the difficulties which
they encountered and overcame were such
as mirht have discouraged the stoutest of
hearts. 1 often think that if the same
spirit and courage which marked the life of
the carly pioneers were carried into our
present-day life, we would surmount, and
indeed trinmph over, the difficulties now
confronting vs.  Self-help was a leading
principle in the lives of the pioneers.
What one reads of them shows that they
were resourecful and thrifty. Sueh a his-
torv as that of our predecessors and of the
early pioneers is one which should not he
allowed to die. Tt should be kept alive.
and it may be found to be a means of belp
ing forward the future success of Western
Australia. This year, being the centenary
of the first meeting of the Legislative
Council, which has been made the subject
of a special message from His DMajesty,
serves to mark a signally great event—and
I am sure it is our wish to acknowledge,
and to place on record, the debt which the
people of this State owe to their predeces-
sors and the early pioneers, and our recog-
nifion of the great services rendered in
securing and maintaining the great heritage
we are now privilezed to enjoy.

The mover of the motion, Mr. Bolton, ex-
pressed vegret that the Speech did not con-
tain some reference fo economies to be
effected by reducing the number of mem-
hers in this and another place. He added a
snggestion fo suspend Parliament for some
years and appoint, say, half a dozen mem
possessed of the best brains in the com-
munity—appoint them, I take it, in the
capacity of commissioners. Proposals of
a somewhat similar nature, I note by the
Press, have been made by several road
boards and other loeal governing hodies.
Some measure of publieity has been given
to these ideas. As I feel that the sug-
gestions are the opposite of being compli-
mentary to members of Parliament, and even
perhaps a reflection on the electors, I think
this opportunity should he availed of to con-
sider whether or not the proposals are prac-
tical and useful, or whether they are imprac-
tical. T fully believe that they have been
made with the hest of intentions, and any
remarks I have to offer with regard to them
are inlended to explain my own personal

views, in the hope that on reconsideration
bv Mr. Bolton and also by others the matter
may appear to them in the same light. The
suggestion is to reduce the membership of
this House from 30 to 20, and the member-
ship of the Legislative Assembly from 50
to 35. The object is a very worthy one,
namely, {o reduce the cost of Parliamentary
government. I do not eavil at the object
at all.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Are you in favour of
that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The reduction of
the cost of Parliamentary representation
is quite a worthy objeet, but the question
whether the means proposed is the correct
one or not is a totally different matter, ¥
claim that the proposed economy is entirely
a financial question, and I suggest that the
method proposed is wrong, and that the
end should be attained, not by reducing the
strength of Parliamentary representation,
but by reduetion of the allowance received
by members. Mr. Bolton omitted to call at-
tention to the fact that a substantial redue-
tion was made some time ago in the allow-
ance to members. A saving eguivalent to
about £10,000 per annum was then effected,
In addition, there is the reduction affecting
Ministerial salaries. I am distinefly opposed
to reduction of the number of members, and
for two reasons. One is the danger to the
State; the other is the disadvantage to the
electors.

Hon. I. B. Bolton: Why should not 20
members do as well as 309

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I think I shall be
able to show that. It is only a matter of

“simple proportion, after all. Here I may ia-

terpolate a2 reminder to Mr. Bolion that he
suggested six men could do the work of 80,
because under his commission proposal Par-
liament was to be suspended. Now as to the
first point—the danger. The danger I see in
the proposal is that the reduction of mem-
bers wounld lead to the one thing that we as
citizens of Western Australia shonld battle
against to the last; and that is unification.
If I were a unificationist I would support
the proposal; but I am not a unificationist,
and I helieve Mr. Bolton is not. I believe
the hon. member is a loyal Western Austra-
lian, and that is why I seek to point out to
him my reasons for holding that his pro-
posal is not & good one. I am doing this in
a fraok and friendly way, and not with the
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object of eriticising Mr. Bolton. I recognise
that the hon. member, coming fresh from
the hustings, is actuated solely by the desire
to do his very best for the State. The peint,
however, is that the matter appears not to
have been fully considered even by the hon.
member or the varicus bodies which may
have expressed themselves in favour of re-
duction of memhers. Indeed, I have some-
times thought that the propesal may have
originated from supporters of unification.
must have originated from thewn.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The suggestion has
been made in this Chamber many times.

Hon. J. NICHOILSON: Possibly, bui
unificationists have a good deal to do with it
sometimes. The proposzal has been venti-
lated a good.deal; and I think people have
unwittingly given it their support in the
belief that it would accomplish mueh in the
way of economy, whereas, in fact, it would
accomplish very little indeed. As I pointed
out, there is a way of secomplishing economy
without detriment to the electors, and that
is by reducing the allowanee paid to mem-
bers. We are sometimes told that Australin
is over-governed. Some foree is lent to that
contention by the smallness of our popula-
tion; but I ask, should population be the
veal test? I think not. The real test is the
respousibilty devolving upon us, not only to
develop this huge State, but to aid in the
development of the Australian continent.
Our first duty, however, is to develop this
State. The econtinent of Australia was
divided inte separate areas, or colonies, long
years hefore Federation. Why was that
done? There must bave been a reason be-
hind. There was a very sound reason. It
was recognised that ro one Government or
single aunthority could successfully develop
so large an area. 1 claim that effective
development ean be accomplished only by
divided eontrol and the continued mainten-
anee of the separate States. The expression
of this view merely follows the expressed
conviction of one of Australia’s leading
statesmen, Mr. Latham, the Federal Attor-
ney-General. When passing through here
recently on his way back from Geneva
Mr. Latham stated clearly at a meet-
ing, because of certain interjections which
were made, that bhe was not a unifica-
tionist. He expressed views which showed
clearly that be believed in the retention
by the States of their separate identi-

ties. And a very good thing, too.
Nuturally the next question that arises is:
Would unification effect any saving®? In
my opinion, no possible saving would be
effeeted. On the contrary, I am inelined
to believe that the cost of administering the
affairs of the State would be considerably
inereased.

Hon. . W. Miles: You do not wish io
infer that Mr. Bolton was advoeating
unification,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: No, but I con-
tend that his suggestion would serve to
help forward the move for unification, and
because of the danger likely to arise if his
suggestion for a reduetion in the number
of members were given effect to, I think' it
wise fo show what those dangers are.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I do not agree with
vour confention.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You are putting up
something in order to knock it down.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is not so.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is the solution not
to be found in making electorates pay for
their own members, or go without them$

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That might be
one way out of the diffienlty.

Hon. A, M. Clydesdale: If that sugges-
tion were adopted, Mr. Holmes wonld find

that some of his constitnents were hard
up.
Hopr. J. NICHOLSON : If unification

were to become an accomplished fact, un-
doubtedly there would be a State Commis-
sioner or some other high official placed in
authority, commanding a large salary. Many
new officers would he appointed and new de-
partments ereated. There would be brought
into existence something in the nature of
county eouncils so that there should be
some form of local government. For those
reasons, 1 believe the cost of unification
would exeeed that of our present State
Parliament. In econsidering the question
of costs, we have need only to refer to our
experiences under Federation. We can see
what has happened in the operations of
the varions Federal Governments. Each
suceeeding Government seems to excel the
Ctovernment that preceded it in the effort
to spend monex. Tnstances are numercus of
the huze inereases in Federal departmental
costs.  One instance was quoted recently
in the Press to show that whereas in pre-
Federal days the cost of the Patents Office
was infinitesimal, under the Federal re-
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zime the cost iz indeed huge. The same
result would follow rvespecting the other
matters T have alluded fo. Another disad-
vantage from unification would be that
everything of importance would have to he
referred to the seat of Government at Can-
berra, and the old adaze would apply effec-
tively to Western Australia that being ont
of sight, we would he out of mind. One
raturally asks, if we arc to hecome an offi-
cial-governed territory, what interest offi-
rials in control would have in our progress
and development as compared with others
who have staked their all in Western Aus-
tralin? Under unification would such an un-
dertaking as the Goldfields Water Supply
Scheme have been earried out? T think
not. Our position would be distinetly un-
enviable, and development would he re-
tarded, with the result that the people them-
selves would be the sofferers. It eran be
claimed that our present members of Par-
liament are not backward in keeping our
claims and rights bhefore the Federal Gov-
ernment for their considerstion. There is
one other point to which I will allude in
connection with the objections I take to M.
Bolton’s suggestions. The peint is an im-
portant one and it is that unification would
result in the loss of our legislative inde-
pendence. The disadvantage to the eclec-
tors themselves would be considerable. T
refer partieularly to the electors in each
of the provinces ontside the metropolitan
aren when T say that they would lose the
services that are now rendered by their
three representatives in the Council. Al-
though we are well aware of the position,
1 repeat that the work of memhers is
not  confined o the mere sittings of
the House. The dutics of members of Par-
liament are constant, and T feel sure that
if they were asked to consider the matter
seriously, the eleetors wonid realise the
advantazes of having their own members
in their loeal ouses of Parliament. An-
other matter dealt with by Mr. Bolton was
the suspension of Parliameni with a view
to the appointment of six Commissioners,
That suggestion could not be carried out:
it iz impracticable.
Hon. W. H. Kitson: Let us forget it!

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Perhaps it would
be betfer. At any rate, it is impossible of
realisation. The Constitution Act lavs down
certain requivements that make the proposal

impracticable.  Had Mr. Bolton sugyested
the appointinent of a hoard of experts

Hon. J. J. Holmex: What, more experts!

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN : Yes, financial ex-
perts, If the suggestion had been for a
hoard of financial experts, to act as ad-
virers to the Government or to regulate ex-
penditure of money, probably it would have
received some support.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You want Lusiness ex-
perts?

Hon. .). NICHOLSON : Financial experts
wonlit naturally he budiness cxperts.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Would yvour huard
supersede the Government of the day?

Hen, J. NTCHOLSOXN: No, the members
of the bhoard would aet in an advisory
capacity, oceupying the same position rela-
tively as the committee or hoard appointed
hv the Commonwealth Goveriment to aet in
relation to the expenditure of unemployment
funds.

Hon. H. Seddon: Who would choose the
nembers of the hoard?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The Government
or Parliament.

Hon. A. M. Clydesdale: Who would pav-
them, or would they give their servicez in
an honorary capacity?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I am merely sug-
gesting that if Mr. Bolton had made some
sueh alternative proposal, it might have re-
ceived some consideration,

Hon. W. J, Mann: What goarantee would
there he that the recommendatiors of the
heavd wounld be earried out?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: 1 recognise the
difficulties in connection with the establish-
ment of such an advisory board. The fact
rematng that such a hoard has been appointed
hy the Federal Government.

Flon. J. J. Holmes: Your proposal is that
the Government should appoint a board to
tell them what to do?

Hon. J. XICHOLSOX : 1 have little fur-
ther to add. As Mr. Moore stated, the out-
standing preoblen of to-day is that of unem-
ployment. We all deplore it most serisusly.
The magnificent address given by Mr. Lans-
hury, the Leader of the Labour Party in
England, a report of which appeared in the
Press, was a fine manifestation of the true
Christian spirit which should animate us in
ail muatters relating to public life. Probahly
the utterance will make for good, which we
niy not realise just at present. The difficul-
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ties to-day are so great and serious that we
should welcome help from whatever quarter
it may come, so that relief may be afforded
those in need. Undoubtedly the Government
have been faced with a very diflicult fask
during their terin of office. 1 cannot share
the views of Mr. Moore regarding the Pre-
mier.  Sir James Mitehell has shown hinself
to be w loyal and patriotie man, and no one
can refute or deny the fact.  There is no
more loval citizen of Western Anstralia than
the present Premier, and he has been ably
supported by his colleagues in his efforts to
rehabilitate and revive industry. In the face
of conditions that exist now, can it be ex-
pected that we in Western Australia ean sud-
denly rehahilitate and revive industry when
the rest of the world is suffering, in eommon
with ns, from depression unheard of in his-
torv hefore?

Hon, T. Meove: Why should one-third of
the population starve in a field of plenty?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I would like to
konow in what way My, Moore ean prove that
one-third of the population are starving.

Hon. T. Moore: Sustenance is next door
to it.

Hen, I NTOHOQTLSON: Tt shows that the
Government are secking to meet the present
position of adversity and are endeavouring
to afford relief to those in need. The Gov-
ernment are making every effort to re-estab-
lish industry, for onlv hy a revival of indus-
try can the people prosper. The law of
supply and demand is closely allied to that
governing employment. If there is not the
demand, there is a lack of employment.

Hon. T. Moore: But not of food.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Does Mr. Moore
snggest. that those in need should take what
food thev like,

Hon. T. Moore: Tf T were shorf, T would
do so myself.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: There are meth-
ods whereby such matters can he properly
regulated. 1In conclusion, I hope that some
good will emanate from the conferences that
have heen, or are taking place at present.
We must not lose sight of the importance
of the Lausanne Conference. The holding
of that gathering for the settlement
of reparations was 3 step taken in the
right dirertion, with the one view of rehabili-
tatine industry as the hest means of seeuring
relief for those out of emplovment. Then
again the Ottawa Conference is of great im-

p:ortance, and we await the determinations
of the delegates with great interest. 1 he-
lieve there is a brighter light in the Hrma-
ment now than has heen apparent of late.
I am hopeful that much pood will arise from
the conferences, and that there will he a
re-nwakening of aetivity in industral life
with a gradual abserption of the unem-
ployed, thus destroving the nightinare
through which we are passing. T support
the motion.

On motkion by Hen. C. B. Williams, debate
adjourned,

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT,
Supply Bill,
HON. C. F. BAXTER (East) [6.16]: As

lion. members are aware, it is necessary each
session to pass a Supply Bill to give the Gov-
ernment authorisation for the expenditure
of monrey.  Unfortunately the passage of
the Bill this session has been delaved. | an-
ticipate that the Bill will he befure this
House for consideration to-morigw and nn-
der the Standing Orders it is necessary that
& statutory majorrty, which is 17 members,
inelusive of the President, shull Le present
to pass the legislation. In the circumstonces
T trust hon. members will make it their bus-
iness to be present to-morvew in anticipation
of our recciving the Bill,

Hlouse udjourned at 6.19 pm,
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